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Dear friends of the Foundation House of Encouragement 

 

Today, the first three young people whom we were able to support in a furtherance programme 
in 2013, thanks to dedicated donations, proudly present themselves. 

More than ten years ago, the three students 
were at Cornerstone Private School. Having 
previously attended a state school in the 
Soshanguve township, they struggled to 
cope. Life at boarding school was 
challenging for them, too. They had no idea 
what the future held for them. However, 
thanks to their commitment and 
perseverance, they all went on to study at 
university. 
   

          Ofentse Manage (links),   
          Tlabego Moswatupa (Mitte)  
          Lebogang Hopane (rechts) 
  

 

The youngest of the three, Tlabego, will be entering his sixth year of medical studies at Sefako 
Makgatho Health Sciences University (SMU) in January. He already achieved exceptionally 
high results at school. Now at university, he has consistently achieved his goals, many 
subjects with distinction. When asked about this, Tlabego said: 

«Studying is really not easy, but I love it. I'm 
reminded every day of how blessed I am to 
be where I am. I come from a background 
where most young people don't get to 
experience life to its fullest and where 
dreams seem impossible. They get lost on 
the streets and often can't escape. I am so 
grateful that I have been given the oppor-
tunity to make a difference for myself and 
my family. I wake up to find food on the 
table, books to study with and a safe place 
to live. I lack nothing and can focus on my 
studies. 

I really enjoy my daily work at the hospital, 
even though it is sometimes very hectic — 
so much so that I often forget to take a 
break! I love communicating with patients. 
Being part of a system that provides people 
with psychological, medical and emotional 
support is simply wonderful.»        
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«The support I have received from the House of Encouragement since 2013 is hard to put into 
words,” says Lebogang. “Taking the plunge into deep waters as a young orphan from the 
township was not easy for me. It took me some time to adjust to a private school and life at a 
boarding school. Thanks to the holistic support of Ma Estelle and Pa Walter — not only 
financial help, but also spiritual, physical, and emotional support — I successfully passed my 
matriculation exams and received a bursary to study at the University of Pretoria. Throughout 
my Foundation Phase Teacher training and on to receiving my Honors Degree, House of 
Encouragement was always by my side. Towards the end of my studies, Ma Estelle said that 
with my good qualifications, I could take up a position at a private school in Pretoria at any 
time. However, it was always clear to me that I would only ever teach in townships or 
underdeveloped rural areas, so that I could give something back in return for what had been 
invested in me.»  
 

 

Lebogang is currently teaching a grade one class with 38 pupils at a state school in 
Hammanskraal near Soshanguve. 
 
Ofentse writes: «This story is not only my own; it reflects the lives of countless children being 
shaped by the House of Encouragement today. To those who are still receiving support, I can 
say with absolute conviction that this centre changes lives. The meals, occasional gifts, 
homework help and love may seem small things, but they are the seeds from which futures 
full of dignity, hope and endless possibilities grow. 
 
My journey with the centre began at the age of 12, shortly after I lost my mother. From that 
moment on, my life was never the same again. What began as a safe place where we received 
daily meals and had fellowship with children in the same situation soon became a home full of 
care, guidance and unfailing support. The caregivers did more than just look after us; they 
believed in us, encouraged us and reminded us of our worth and potential. 
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Thanks to the foundation's generosity and vision, I was able to attend boarding school from 
Year 9 through to matriculation. This opportunity provided me with stability and structure, 
enabling me to focus on my education safe in the knowledge that I had the foundation's full 
support. The foundation continued to support me after high school, covering my tuition fees 
and enabling me to obtain a university degree — something that I had once thought was 
unattainable for me. 
. 

I am humbled and proud to share that I 
graduated from the University of 
Johannesburg in March 2024 with a degree 
in Human Resource Management. Today, 
I work as a junior HR consultant, and 
although the road ahead is still full of 
discovery and growth, I stand confident 
because House of Encouragement has 
given me a solid foundation for my life. 
 
To the sponsors, foundation parents, care-
givers and to everyone who continues to 
support children like me: Thank you very 
much. 
  
Not only are you changing individual lives, 
but I believe you are also changing 
families, communities and future gene-
rations. Please be aware that every 
achievement I celebrate – my university 
degree, the start of my career, my spiritual 
and emotional growth – belongs not only to 
me, but also to you.                          
 
 

For none of this would have been possible 
without your vision, your willingness to 
make sacrifices, and your love.»  
 

     

 
We are grateful that we have already been able to provide individual support to around a 
dozen children. But our hearts beat for all the children in our centre. To date, we have been 
taking care for over 350 orphans, who have left our centre after completing school with 
confidence, self-assurance and clear goals. Among the 70-80 children currently in our care, 
there are many who are eager to learn and have great potential for development. With your 
help, we will be able to continue writing such stories for some of these precious children. 
 

Kind regards, 

 
Walter und Estelle Bosshard  
 
 
 
 
 
Bubikon/Soshanguve, 9 September 2025 
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